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Bracewell is a leading international law firm with extensive experience on 
matters related to mining. Our lawyers have represented mining clients in 
mergers and acquisitions, project development and finance, private equity, 
environmental issues, litigation, financial restructuring, capital markets and 
intellectual property.

Bracewell has represented clients in the mining sector in jurisdictions across 
the globe. We have experience acting for developers, lenders, royalty 
providers and other stakeholders in the mining industry. We deliver 
commercially oriented legal excellence on every project and transaction. Our 
extensive experience results in a pragmatic, constructive and commercially 
oriented approach that will assist our clients to identify issues, find practical 
solutions, analyze risk allocation, prepare competitive bids, thoroughly 
diligence potential acquisitions and successfully develop or acquire projects.

Bracewell’s industry focus enables our lawyers to maintain state-of-the-art 
knowledge of the commercial and legal challenges faced by our clients, as 
well as utilize their extensive “on-the-ground” expertise, to provide innovative 
solutions that are considerate of local requirements and precedents.

We are also leaders in environmental, social and governance (ESG) issues 
and we regularly assist our clients with analyzing and implementing ESG 
policies relevant to the mining sector.
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Experience

Mergers & Acquisitions

Rodeo Resources
 advising on the sale of rutile mining permits in Cameroon to ERAMET SA

KEPCO
 purchase of a stake in the Imouraren uranium mine in Niger and 

associated uranium offtake arrangements

Peak Resources
 acquisition of Zari Exploration and subsequent issues relating to the 

development of the Ngualla Rare Earth Project, including regulatory and 
licensing issues, commercial agreements and option agreements relating 
to other licenses in Tanzania
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Petromin PNG Holdings Limited (a Papua New Guinea State-
owned entity)
 proposed mining joint venture with Harmony Gold Mining

The State of Papua New Guinea
 statutory takeover of an interest in the Ok Tedi mine previously held by 

PNGSDP, including advising in relation to compliance with local law, 
international law principles and bilateral investment treaties

Bidder
 bid for the acquisition of a 50.1 percent participating interest in the 

Clermont mining joint venture in Queensland, Australia from Rio Tinto

Bumi Plc
 step-up acquisition of shares in Indonesian thermal coal producer PT Bumi 

Resources Tbk in exchange for the issue of Bumi Plc shares

Korea Resources Corporation
 investment into the Mkuju South uranium project in Tanzania

FTS International Inc.
 sale of substantially all of the assets of its proppant mining and processing 

business and related logistics assets to Fairmount Minerals

Marubeni Corporation
 $70 million acquisition of an interest in a uranium mine and processing 

plant in Kazakhstan

American Electric Power Company
 Joint acquisition with CLECO of the Red River, Louisiana coal mine assets 

of North American Coal Corporation

Major shareholder
 Rajawali’s £338 million takeover of Archipelago Resources plc

Mitsubishi
 proposed sale of an interest in a joint venture and related reorganization in 

Latin America

Concord Atlantic Limited
 acquisition of an interest, and related investment arrangements, with 

Binding Solutions, a mining technology company
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Ecora Resources
 proposed sale of the entire share capital of Trefi Coal Corporation Ltd

ASCOM Precious Metals Mining
 advising on the sale of its interests in the Kurmuk gold mine in Ethiopia to 

Allied Gold ET 2 Corp, a wholly owned subsidiary of Allied Gold 
Corporation for a combination of shares, cash and deferred consideration

Project Development & Finance

Eldorado Gold Corporation and its subsidiary Hellas Gold
 advising on all aspects of the project financing for the development of the 

€1.5 billion Skouries gold and copper mine in northern Greece

 negotiating a host government agreement in respect of the Kassandra gold 
mines in Greece and advising on a proposed project financing

Lenders
 $7.2 billion package of funding for the $10 billion Roy Hill integrated mine, 

port and rail project financing in the Pilbara, Australia

Tanzania’s National Development Corporation
 procurement process and public/private investment with Sichuan Hongda 

and the joint venture arrangement for the $3 billion project to develop the 
Mchuchuma coal mine power project

Nyrstar (a leading global zinc and lead miner and smelter)
 aspects of its 2018-19 restructuring, including negotiating the terms of 

$900 million of trade finance facilities

The State of Papua New Guinea
 re-negotiation of a deep-sea mining joint venture with Nautilus Minerals, 

including arbitration proceedings and the settlement disputes following the 
issue of an interim decision

Independent mining company
 mining exploration activities in Congo, Brazzaville

Denham Capital Management
 sponsorship of a management team to conduct gold mining operations in 

the United States and Canada
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Western Mining Corporation
 advising, drafting and negotiating the construction and O&M aspects of the 

$2 billion project for the expansion of the Olympic Dam mine in South 
Australia for mining of uranium as well as gold, silver and copper

Euler Hermes, Finnvera and commercial lenders
 $2.5 billion project financing of the development of the world’s largest 

underdeveloped copper deposits in Panama by sponsors FQM and KPMC

KfW IPEX-Bank and OeKB
 project financing of Almonty Industries Inc’s Sangdong tungsten mine in 

Korea

Export Development Canada, the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development, the International Finance 
Corporation, the Export-Import Bank of the United States, the 
Export Finance and Insurance Corporation of Australia and 
commercial lenders
 $4.4 billion project financing of Rio Tinto’s Oyu Tolgoi copper and gold 

mine in Mongolia

London Mining PLC
 project development of iron ore mines in Sierra Leone and Saudi Arabia

Syndicate of lenders comprising emerging market funds and 
hedge funds
 construction aspects of the project financing of $216 million Jabaili Zinc 

Oxide mine in Yemen – the first project finance transaction to close in 
Yemen

Sponsors
 construction and O&M aspects of various gold mines including the 

expansion of a potential mine in Burkina Faso

Consortium
 development of an oil shale power plant and captive mine in Jordan

Natixis
 $67.5 million development, construction and project financing of an iron ore 

mine

Magminerals
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 EPC aspects of the Kouilou Potash Project, in the Republic of Congo

Lenders
 FIDIC contracts for works at the Western Bushveld Platinum Mine Project 1 

in South Africa

Sponsors
 FIDIC contracts for works at the Liberty Gold Mine in Liberia

Cloud Peak Energy Resources LLC
 $70 million accounts receivable securitization facility with PNC Bank, 

National Association, as administrator secured by all assets of the special 
purpose entity comprised solely of the receivables originated by eight 
originators and related assets

Major European bank
 monetization of a long-term uranium purchase and sale agreement 

between a US-based mining concern and integrated utility

REICHdrill
 US counsel to administrators of Australian-based mining services company 

in cross-border insolvency proceedings

Lenders
 refinancing of the Lumwana copper mine (then owned by Equinox 

Minerals) in Zambia

Developer
 offer and development of an iron ore mine, Sierra Leone

Lenders to London Mining
 restructuring of its debt in respect to its mine in Sierra Leone and 

Greenland

Lenders
 limited recourse prepayment facilities between Glencore and Fortescue 

metals group in Australia

Royalties

Ecora Resources
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 $50.25 million acquisition of a 1.525 percent net smelter return royalty from 
Mantos Copper in relation to the Mantos Blancos copper mine in Chile

 20 million royalty and financing arrangement with Incoa Performance 
Minerals LLC in relation to the development of its calcium carbonate mine 
in the Dominican Republic and processing plant in Alabama

 equity investment in Brazilian Nickel, together with its $70 million gross 
revenue royalty and intercreditor arrangements with potential project 
finance lenders, in respect of the Piaui nickel project in Brazil

Canada Pension Plan Investment Board
 $450 million commitment to LongPoint Minerals, LLC, an entity formed to 

buy minerals and royalties in the United States

Rodeo Resources
 royalty arrangements in respect of its rutile mining licenses in Cameroon

Regulatory and Litigation

ASARCO LLC
 represented Arizona-based copper mining company against an Indian 

conglomerate for breach of asset purchase agreement. Case No. 10-
02010; ASARCO LLC v. Sterlite (USA), Inc. and Sterlite Industries (India), 
Ltd., In the United States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Texas, Corpus Christi Division

Major mining and natural resources
 development company federal and state litigation; federal, state and local 

permitting; and federal, state and local administrative law, including 
rulemakings, FOIA matters and hearings

Fortune 100 company
 contested case proceeding before the Railroad Commission of Texas 

involving a surface mining permit application; this matter resulted in a 
settlement on the eve of the contested case hearing and the issuance of 
the surface mining permit

Private owner
 against potential liability for numerous abandoned lead and barite mining 

sites in eastern Missouri, including alleged widespread soil contamination 
and affected watersheds arising from mining activities dating back over 100 
years. This federally led investigation into potential abandoned mine 
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“megasites” involved complex legal issues on restoration standards and 
tangled chains of corporate successors

Environmental

Mining company
 defense of potential liability for numerous abandoned lead and barite 

mining sites, including alleged widespread soil contamination and affected 
watersheds arising from mining activities dating back over 100 years

Fortune 100 company
 contested case proceeding before SOAH and TCEQ involving a 

wastewater discharge permit application for a Central Texas lignite mine; 
TCEQ issued the wastewater discharge permit without any additional 
permit terms or conditions

Large Appalachian coal mining company
 contentious water discharge permitting matter and in the sale of all of its 

assets and the disposition of its environmental liabilities

Potential joint venture investor
 EHS risks and liabilities associated with in-situ uranium mining on state 

and tribal lands in the American Southwest

Recognition

Chambers Global
 UK Energy & Natural Resources: Oil & Gas (Band 1)

 UK Energy Sector (International & Cross-Border)

 USA Energy Sector (International & Cross-Border)

 USA Oil & Gas Regulatory & Litigation (Band 1)

 USA Oil & Gas Transactional

 USA Projects

Chambers UK
 UK-wide Energy & Natural Resources: Disputes

 UK-wide Energy & Natural Resources: Oil & Gas (Band 1)

 UK-wide Projects: Mainly International
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Chambers USA
 Nationwide Energy Transition

 Nationwide Environment

 Nationwide Oil & Gas Litigation

 Nationwide Oil & Gas Regulatory & Litigation (Band 1)

 Nationwide Oil & Gas Transactional

 Nationwide Projects: Oil & Gas

IFLR1000
 UAE Projects

 UK Project Development: Energy

 UK Project Finance

 US Project Development: Energy

 US Project Development: Infrastructure

 US Project Finance

Legal 500 UK
 Dispute Resolution: Commercial Litigation: Premium

 Finance: Emerging Markets

 Projects, Energy and Natural Resources: Infrastructure: Project Finance 
and Development

 Projects, Energy and Natural Resources: Oil & Gas

Legal 500 US

 Energy Litigation: Electric Power

 Energy Litigation: Oil & Gas

 Energy Regulation: Oil & Gas (Tier 1)

 Energy Transactions: Oil & Gas

 Environment: Litigation

 Environment: Regulatory

 Environment: Transactional

 Project Finance

The Times
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 Top 12 Energy and Renewable Law Firms in the UK

U.S. News – Best Lawyers
 National Energy Law (Tier 1)

 National Oil & Gas Law (Tier 1)


